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PROFESSION AS HERITAGE
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IORGI KURDIANI is a Georgian architect. This profession is part of his family heritage too. The family tree of the Kurdiani family includes the
names of well-known architects: Grigol (Gigo) Kurdiani (first generation, 1873-1957); Archil and Ketevan Kurdiani (second generation); Gia
Kurdiani (third generation); Archil Kurdiani — the fourth generation. Giorgi Kurdiani is the fifth generation of this architectural dynasty.

The representatives of all five generations have been actively involved in architecture during very interesting periods of history. The times and style
have been changing, but the core of architecture remains unchanged: shape, shadow, light, novelty. The logo of the Kurdiani Dynasty also remains
unchanged: a Georgian carving of a continuous structure of which is the symbol of eternity.

TURNING POINTS wanted to learn about the architectural vision behind the representative of the fifth generation of this architectural family — the path
travelled by Dynasty and what lies ahead, where there are challenges in the future architecture.
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ARCHITECTURE

hen people learn that | am the fifth generation of my family in architecture,
they often ask: “Were you forced or this was this choice?” My father was asked
the same question. The answer is easy in both cases: “No, nobody forced me
to be an architect,” moreover, my grandfather was against my father’s choice
of profession, because this profession is linked to a great responsibility and
brings many enemies, especially, when an architect seeks to move against
political ideology or introduce a new intervention in the field of architecture.

Georgia is not completely free from those (soviet) stereotypes that greatly in-
fluenced architecture. In the Communist times, in Georgia and in general, the
Soviet Union faced much bigger problems in this field. For instance, architec-
tural decor was banned during the Khrushchov period. Everything had to be
approved by Moscow and nothing could be built better than it was in Russia.
This was the period when my family members historically tried to go against
this ideology and say a new word in this field. This novelty or the striving for it
is what “made me” choose this profession.

For me, architecture is the search for something new. With regard to this, |
would distinguish several buildings built by my ancestors, as milestones in
architecture: first is Dinamo Stadium. At the time when Georgian architecture
was being destroyed, this public building was built in the capital of the coun-
try — a real festival of Georgian curves. The building where carvings create a
balance between light and shade. A lot of patriotic movies have been shot in
this unique stadium.
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Second: the building of the TV Center, which is a complete opposite of the
stadium project with its architectural solution. It was considered revolution-
ary in Georgian architecture: its characteristics are the alternation of glass
and concrete plates, new architectural rhythm and ideal architectural solution
fitted perfectly in the relief. The reconstruction project, which has not been
implemented yet, is also very interesting. The third one is: two round garages
that were a flash of modernism in Georgia of those times. One of them has
been destroyed and the fate of the other is not clear yet. When | look through
the huge archive of my family’s work, | always see something new. | can dif-
ferentiate the works from each other at first glance.

My grandmother was the first certified Georgian woman architect and was
one of the most productive artists in my family. She was known for her power-
ful architectural solutions. Her buildings are particularly fascinating to me with
their elegance and Georgian self-confidence.

ARCHITECTURE — BUSINESS OR ART.

Historically, architecture developed under the influence of external factors:
clients change and with that architecture changes too.

In the past centuries, clients were mainly representatives of monarchs or
merchants, as well as the church, which, for example, in Italy, promoted ar-
chitecture and art. In Georgia too, most of Georgian carving is preserved on
religious buildings.

A small part of the society was setting architectural trends. Further, this ac-
quired a political burden: for example, Stalinist or Nazi architecture. Over the
course of time, architecture became more and more free and focused on its
main client — society.

Presently, Georgian architecture is a business, not an art. In his work “Orna-
ment and Crime” by Adolf Loss describes exactly what is happening today in
Georgia.

TODAY, MORE ATTENTION IS PAID TO NON-FUNCTION-
AL ORNAMENTATION RATHER THAN TO FUNCTIONAL
ARCHITECTURE. SPACES ARE BUILT FOR SELLING, NOT
FOR THE SAKE OF ART. OF COURSE, THIS DOES NOT APPLY
TO SOME UNIQUE ARCHITECTURAL BUILDINGS, WHICH
FORTUNATELY ARE STILL BEING BUILT IN GEORGIA HERE
AND THERE.
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Due to the modern Georgian reality, architecture is tailored to developers and
their tastes. This is first of all visible in the old historical district of Thilisi,
which is mainly considered in terms of business.

THE MAIN QUESTION IS WHAT IS GOING TO REPLACE THIS
CONCRETE JUNGLE, IN WHICH TREMENDOUS INVEST-
MENT IS BEING MADE? THESE BUILDINGS ARE AN IN-
TERPRETATION OF THE TODAY’S REALITY, WHICH SHOWS
THAT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE TASTE OF THE GENERAL
POPULATION CAN NOT CATCH UP WITH THE COUNTRY’S
ECONOMIC GROWTH.

For me, as an architect, the most intriguing thing is architectural design and
the process an architect goes through to achieve results. This process should
be studied and presented to the public, so that everyone understands, what
shapes specific spatial solutions. The ideology that any architectural inter-
vention is based upon in cities of the world, or in Georgia, can often be de-
rived from its urban context.

We, architects, study each object all over again: we explore the environment,
and intervene into this environment. This process is often so natural that we
do not even pay attention to this research and do not appreciate it adequate-
ly. Any architectural monument is preceded by research. For an architect,
research is the source of inspiration.

Modern architecture can become the face of a country. It may facilitate tour-
ism development and increase awareness of a country around the world. Ar-
chitecture is one of the fields of art, which at the same time is a political tool.
It is business, psychology, comfort and lifestyle all in one.

Architecture is not just the implementation of an idea. It may remain as a
“drawing” on paper, which will spark the interest of a society, involve it and
encourage useful discussion. It will remain as an idea, as a subject for dis-
cussion and as a tool for critics. However, in my opinion, only the architects,
who have experience implementing their own ideas, should be able to talk
about such architecture. Architecture is art, and it can convey an author’s
intention, like painting. Or, to be more precise, it must be able to do so. Often
times, unimplemented projects and ideas (such as pieces by Lebbeus Woods
or even the collage art from archigram magazines) trigger more reasonable
discussions on architecture within the architects’ community, encouraging the
reader to discuss the cities of the future and generally shows the public ideas
that we architects think.



